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which gave full and entire satisfaction to Russia in prohibiting, by the closing of the Straits, access to the Black Sea to foreign war vessels.
In its inability to admit of concession on this point, the Cabinet of St. Petersburg was only guided by a principle of legitimate security, a principle the recognition of which was accorded by us from the outset.
3. On the other hand, the establishment of a new order of things in the Balkan Peninsula, outside Constantinople and the Straits, would, in case it should occur, give rise to a special stipulation between Austria-Hungary and Russia, who, being chiefly interested in the settlement of this question, declare themselves disposed to act in common accord in fixing henceforth the bases of their understanding, to wit:
a.   The territorial advantages, accorded to Austria-Hungary by the Treaty of Berlin, are and remain acquired by her.   In consequence, the-possession of Bosnia, of Herzegovina, and of the Sanjak of Novibazar may not be made the object of any discussion whatsoever, the Government of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty reserving to itself the right of substituting, when the moment arrives, for the present status of occupation and of right of garrisoning that of annexation.
b.   The part comprised between Janina to the south and the Lake of Scutari to the north, with a sufficient extension on the east side, shall form an independent state under the name of the principality of Albania, to the exclusion of every foreign domination.
c.  The rest of the territory to be disposed of shall be the object of an equitable partition between the different small existing Balkan States, a partition on the subject of which Austria-Hungary and Russia reserve the right of being heard in good time.  While inclined to take into consideration as far as possible the legitimate interests of the participants, they are resolved, on the other hand, to safeguard the principle of the present equilibrium, and, if need be by means of rectifications of frontiers, to exclude every combination which would favor the establishment